
SBA News Release 
Illinois Small Business Person of the Year to Travel To Orlando to Compete for National Honors  
SBA Expo '04, Conference Will Take Place May 19-21 
 
WASHINGTON - Heather Becker, the Small Business Person of the Year award winner from Illinois, will travel to 
Orlando, Fla., next month to compete for honors as the National Small Business Person of the Year at the U.S. Small 
Business Administration's SBA Expo '04: Celebrating National Small Business Week. 
 
Ms. Becker began her career in art conservation in 1989 as an administrative assistant with The Chicago 
Conservation Center, Inc. She developed a series of innovative strategies to market conservation services to 
insurance companies, not only saving countless dollars in claims, but restoring original pieces of art much to the 
delight of art lovers everywhere. Her marketing efforts helped the company grow substantially and she eventually 
rose to become co-owner and Vice President. Today, she is sole owner and chief executive officer of this 
internationally recognized art restoration firm, the largest art conservation laboratory in the United States.  
 
Ms. Becker has also spearheaded a project designed to bring art back into public education by co-founding a city-
wide arts education program for the Chicago Public School system. That program ultimately led to the rediscovery 
and restoration of over 400 murals created for school system during the first half of the twentieth century, the largest 
mural preservation project in American history. WTTW, Chicago's public broadcasting station, documented this 
effort in a video that was broadcast in the spring of 2000 as part of the "Chicago Stories" series. The video won the 
National Geographic Cine Golden Eagle Award and led to publication of a book, Art of the People: The 
Rediscovery and Preservation on Progressive and the WPA-Era Murals in the Chicago Public Schools, 1904-1943. 
 
The annual celebration honoring the nation's leading small business entrepreneurs will be held in Orlando May 19-
21, 2004, at the Orange County Convention Center. The announcement of the National Small Business Person of the 
Year award is one of the highlights of SBA Expo '04. SBA Expo '04 is co-sponsored by SCORE "Counselors to 
America's Small Business," a proud resource partner with the U.S. Small Business Administration. 
 
"I am very proud of all of our state winners, and I look forward to meeting them in Orlando at SBA Expo '04," SBA 
Administrator Hector V. Barreto said. "Expo is our chance to honor the contributions of small businesses to our 
economy and our nation, and to help entrepreneurs take the next step in building their businesses.  
 
"We've packed a lot into a three day conference, from educational sessions to a town hall meeting to roundtable 
discussions to a session of our tremendously successful Business Matchmaking. We expect as many as 3,000 small 
business owners to attend. I think that every one of them will be glad they came when they see the chances for 
learning, networking, acquiring government contracts, and identifying ways to grow their businesses." 
 
The Business Matchmaking event will be a significant element of SBA Expo '04. Business Matchmaking allows 
small business owners the chance to schedule one-on-one meetings with buyers from federal, state and local 
governments as well as larger corporations, cutting through the red tape that is too frequently part of the federal 
contracting process. In other Business Matchmaking events held across the country, more than 4,000 small 
businesses have participated in more than 14,500 one-on-one meetings. 
 
Another key event will be the Women in Business Breakfast, a special event honoring some of the nation's best and 
brightest women entrepreneurs. These women represent the changing face of entrepreneurship and range in service 
from a construction firm to a shoe designer. 
 
Interested small business owners, business organizations, and other individuals may find additional information, 
including online registration for SBA Expo '04 events, at www.sba.gov/50. 
 


