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A case for art insurance protection 

Hauntingly Beautiful Photographic Images rescued from infamous Chicago Fire 

on view at the AXA Art Lounge during the AIPAD Photography Show, New York 

 

NEW YORK – (March, 2010) – Encased in frames with layers of museum-quality 

encapsulation still visible, two of the hauntingly beautiful charred images from the Chicago 

fire will be on display at the AXA Art Lounge during the AIPAD Photography Show, held 

March 18th thru the 21st at the Park Avenue Armory in New York City. 

 

On the evening of Monday, December 6, 2004, an electrical short sparked a fire on the 

29th floor of the LaSalle Bank building, a Chicago 45-story Art Deco high-rise. Constructed 

on the site of the world’s first skyscraper, the building was not equipped to contain the fire 

and the entire 29th floor was engulfed in flames and smoke. Falling victim to the fire was a 

large portion of the LaSalle Bank’s notable collection of photographs which were framed 

and hanging throughout the space. Some of the photographs were charred beyond repair 

but most of the collection was able to be saved, due largely to the impeccable foresight of 

the collection’s curator, who took preemptive measures by having the entire photograph 

collection archivally framed using museum standards. 

 

The Chicago Conservation Center successfully recovered and preserved the images and 

then re-housed them in appropriate archival framing to protect them for years to come. 

 

Although AXA Art was not the insurer of record, upon seeing the remains of the charred 

photographic images, Christiane Fischer, President and CEO of AXA Art Insurance 

Corporation for North America wanted to share the story with the collecting community.  

“This is such a compelling story. I felt it was important to share this scenario to clearly 

demonstrates the benefits of art insurance in protecting collectors and their treasured items 

against all kinds of risks”, Fischer commented. 

 



 
 
 

 
 

With more than 40 years of experience delivering insurance and art expertise, AXA Art 

brings to any circumstance a deep understanding of the intrinsic cultural value of art and 

collectible assets.  As a result, in the event of loss or damage, the company understands the 

perspective of the passionate collector, beyond the need for compensation of financial 

loss.  Further, AXA Art invests in risk-prevention awareness and cutting-edge conservation 

techniques as a measure to protect and preserve cultural heritage for generations to come.

 “Ultimately, our goal is to arm collectors with information on measures to safeguard their 

cultural assets from detrimental influences and to protect the aesthetic value.  This story 

and images clearly make the case for protection”, Fischer concluded. 

 

AXA Art extends appreciation to The Chicago Conservation Center for their assistance in 

helping to recount the scenarios of the 2004 Chicago fire and to the LaSalle Bank for the 

opportunity to use the images in illustrating this extraordinary story. 

 

About AXA Art 

International reach, unrivalled competence and a high quality network of expert partners 

distinguish AXA Art, the only art insurance specialist in the world, from its generalist 

property insurance competitors. Over the past 40 years and well into the future, AXA Art 

has and will continue to redefine the manner in which it serves and services its museum, 

gallery, collector and artist clients, across Asia, America and Europe - with a sincere 

consideration of the way valuable objects are insured and cultural patrimony protected.  

For more information, visit www.axa art.com- . 
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